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The life-history of Andrena, of the Andrenidce, is somewhat
similar, but though the species of this genus are decidedly
colonial, the communal habits observed in Halictus are not in
evidence. In the British Andrena fulva both sexes appear
in April, the individual females making their own burrows and
constructing their own cells, which are provisioned in a similar
manner to the above. The young larvee feed up rapidly and
pupate in due course, the perfect insects emerging shortly
afterwards; unlike Halictus, both sexes remain as adults in
the ground throughout the summer and winter, not leaving
their burrows till the spring.
In the genus Nomada are to be found bees which live at the
expense of other bees ; the common British Nomada ruficornis
is a "cuckoo " of the equally common Andrena fulva. The
former bears a great resemblance to some of the Sphecoidea, in
that it is slender, narrow-waisted, and almost naked, and in
being yellow- and black-banded. The Nomada appears in
spring at the same time as its host, enters its burrow, and
deposits an egg in the provisioned cell of the Andrena. The
Nomada larva on hatching feeds rapidly, with the result that
the Andrena larva dies of starvation; very rarely both host
and cuckoo reach maturity.
The AntJiophoridce are well represented in England by
AntJiophora pilipes; it is a common insect in spring in most
parts of the country. The sexes differ widely, the male being
yellowish-brown with the intermediate tarsi clothed with long
silky hairs, while the female is black all over except in the hairs
of the hind tibiae and tarsi, which are bright yellow. These
bees nest, sometimes in large colonies, in burrows in the sides
of sand-pits, banks, etc. The cells are stored in the usual way
with honey and pollen. Melecta armata is a well-known
cuckoo-bee which lives at the expense of AntJiophora. The
Colletidce are represented by two common British genera,
Colletes and Prosopis; they may be distinguished from other
bees by their short bilobed hypopharynx. Colletes nests in
sandy places, often in large numbers, and lines its cells with
a slimy substance which hardens to form a more or less
waterproof membrane. Prosopis bears no external resem-
blance to Colletes^ and is black, slender, and almost naked.
The insect is not well adapted for pollen-collecting ; it makes